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Bauer (biblical studies, Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky) provides pastors,

scholars, and seminary students a guide to secondary resources for use in biblical interpretation.

Twenty-two hundred titles by 1,300 authors are organized into sections on the whole Bible, the Old

Testament,
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Dr. Bauer's collection of significant works is very helpful to the student of theology and exegesis. He

states his focus as being for the seminary student, but this will help anyone find the most

well-regarded (or "standard") books on the topics covered.His selection is split into 4 major

topics:The whole Bible, the Old Testament, Early Judaism and the New Testament. Within these

topics are 118 subtopics dealing with commentaries on each book of the Bible, atlases,

concordances, lexicons, histories and theologies. An author index helps tremendously when trying

to find information on a specific book.Dr. Bauer's introduction states his presuppositions in selecting

these books. They are:1) Biblical interpretation is the foundation of ministry and discipleship and

should be pursued with all seriousness.2) Direct study of the text should be primary, with secondary

sources being considered.3) There is value in encountering interpretations from various periods and

theological traditions.He has a 2-tiered rating system consisting of HIGHLY RECOMMENDED and

ALSO SIGNIFICANT. Those that are highly recommended include a short paragraph describing the



book's contents, strengths and weaknesses. Those considered also significant merely list the

citation of the book without the descriptive text. While a one-liner about the also significant books

would be helpful, it would also turn this list into a massive size unsuitable for easy transportation. In

its current state, it can easily be carried to your local new or used bookstore for reference while

buying.As he stated in his introduction, any list like this will draw criticism, as everyone has a

different opinion.
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